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The American College of Surgeons (ACS) has a new member benefi t, the 
surgeon well-being index. Each ACS member, including residents and 
medical students, is given a code to log in and evaluate their current state. 
If there are areas for improvement, local and national resources are 
accessible from your score report. As we become more aware of the issues 
surrounding burnout for surgeons, this is a useful and confi dential resource 
for surgeons to provide self-care.
Recruitment
We are recruiting for acute care surgeons. If you know of an appropriate candidate, please 
contact Sandhya Shenai at Sandhya.Shenai@wrightstatephysicians.org.    
Faculty
Caroline Cao, Ph.D., who has a secondary appointment in the 
Department of Surgery was awarded a prestigious Fulbright Scholar 
fellowship to work in Vietnam. For the full story, please see the Wright 
State University newsroom.  
Congratulations to Dr. A. Peter Ekeh on his election to the Board of 
Trustees at Premier Health/Miami Valley Hospital!
Zaiba Malik, M.D., went on a trip to India to teach 
modules at an orphanage and local village school. She 
has an appointment in the Department of Surgery and 
specializes in ophthalmology.
  
Priti Parikh, Ph.D., Division of Research and Education, has been 
promoted to Associate Professor of Surgery, effective July 1, 2017. 
Congratulations, Dr. Parikh!
Joon Shim, M.D., was featured in HealthScene Ohio on February 2. For 
the full article, please see: healthsceneohio.com/write-advice/bariatric-
surgeon-discusses-lower-risk-weight-surgery/
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Save the Date
DAGMEC 18th Virginia C. Wood Resident 
Research Forum 
April 27, 2017
5 – 7 p.m.
Top of the Market Banquet Center
Daniel W. Elliott Visiting Professor Research 
Symposium
May 2-3, 2017
 Carla Pugh, M.D., Ph.D.
Susan Behrens, M.D., Professor of Surgical 
Education
Vice Chair of Education and Patient Safety
University of Wisconsin, Department of Surgery
American College of Surgeons Clinical 
Congress WSUDOS Reception
Clinical Congress: October 22-26, 2017
Alumni Reception: October 23, 2017 
(details forthcoming) 
Committees
Department Research Committee Meeting
Friday, April 7, 7– 8 a.m. 
Financial Subcommittee Meeting
Friday, April 28, 6–7 a.m.
Faculty Meeting
Friday, April 28, 7– 8:30 a.m. 
All committee meetings are held at MVH, WCHE 




















The NEJM has a resident page that has a 
resident blog as well as information 
addressing issues for residents regarding 
debt management, starting residency and 
burnout, and videos of recent articles. 
resident360.nejm.org/pages/home
Chair’s Message
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Residents 
Welcome military interns for 2017-2018!
Micha Ancheta – Kansas City University of Medicine and Biosciences
Savannah Jones – Marian University College of Osteopathic Medicine
Don Vongviphut – Rowan University School of Osteopathic Medicine
Kyle Harris – Michigan State University College of Osteopathic Medicine
Daniel Kirkpatrick – Creighton University School of Medicine
William “Tony” Pinette – Loma Linda University School of Medicine
Rachel Yuen – Tulane University School of Medicine
Match day was March 17. We look forward to welcoming our incoming residents! 
Students
The Surgery Club sponsored a laparoscopy lab for fi rst- and second-year medical students. 
Nearly 20 students participated in a skills lab at the Brethen Center organized by Joon 
Shim,M.D. Students had the opportunity to practice knot tying, peg transfer and suturing 
while using laparoscopic tools. Thank you to Chief Resident Kyra Dawson, D.O. and 
Kelly Thobe, P.A., for their assistance with the lab. 
Staff
Please welcome Trista Smith to the department as our new Surgical 
Education Specialist. Trista holds dual master’s degrees from Wright State 
University in the areas of anatomy and public health. She completed her 
internship in the Department of Population and Public Health Sciences at 
Wright State University Boonshoft School of Medicine, where she became 
involved in curriculum development and helped to develop an award-
winning Global Health curriculum. Her most recent publication focused on child and 
maternal health and investigated female genital mutilation in Somaliland, Africa. Her current 
research is focused on investigating best practices in online learning and pedagogy. She is 
currently an adjunct faculty at WSU, where she has taught both undergraduate anatomy 
and physiology and global health courses. Trista can be reached at 208-4596 or trista.
smith@wrightstatephysicians.org. Stop by and introduce yourself the next time you see her. 
Welcome Trista! 
Education
Bariatric Symposium: Comprehensive 
Approach to Weight Loss
The Wright State Department of Surgery 
hosted a bariatric symposium on Saturday, 
March 4, 2017, “Comprehensive Approach 
to Weight Loss,” at Miami Valley Hospital 
Beiser Auditorium. Local and regional 
speakers provided training for this event. 
WSU designated this live activity for a 
maximum of 4.25 AMA PRA Category 1 
credits. Over 60 attendees registered for this 
event. A big thank-you to all who helped 
organize this symposium and especially 
Dr. Joon Shim who led the effort. With your 
help, this event was a big success.
If you have any information you would like 
to share with the other members of the 
department, or professional or special events 
happening in your life, please e-mail Lynne at 
Lynne.Buckingham@wrightstatephysicians.org by 
the 15th of the month. The Faculty and Staff 
Update will be e-mailed the fi rst of the month.
Front: Dr. Joon Shim (left), Dr. Dene Berman
Back: (left to right) Dr. Siva Vithiananthan, 
Kellie Armstrong, Dr. Joe Northup, Dr. 
Mujeeb Siddiqui
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Presentations
Oral Presentations
Kranker LM, Hellan M. Fluorescene-guided ureter identification during 
robotic sigmoid resection. Video presentation at: SAGES 2017 Annual 
Meeting; 2017 Mar 23-24; Houston, TX. 
Myers RA, Parikh PJ. Nurses’ Work with Interruptions. CoNH Lunch 
and Learn; 2017 Feb 15; Wright State University; Dayton, OH.
Poster Presentations
Santos N, Carter J, He F, Linsk A, Lungarini A, Nemani A, Sankarana-
rayanan G, Jones DB, De S, Schwaitzberg S, Cao C. A learning curve 
study using the virtual translumenal endoscopic surgery trainer (VTEST). 
Poster presentation at: SAGES 2017 Annual Meeting; 2017 Mar 22-25; 
Houston, TX. 
Dombeck M, Lopez C, Han Z, Jones DB, Olasky J, Schwaitzberg S, 
Cao C, De S. The virtual electrosurgical skill trainer (VEST) - face 
validation of a dispersive electrode placement module. Poster presen-
tation at: SAGES 2017 Annual Meeting; 2017 Mar 22-25; Houston, TX. 
Perry T, Johnson RM, Kranker LM, Mobley EE, Curry EC.  Fournier’s 
Gangrene: Is wide radical debridement still necessary? An alternative 
approach to improving outcomes using skin and soft tissue sparing flap 
preservation surgery. Poster presentation at: American Burn 49th 
Annual Meeting; 2017 Mar 21-24; Boston, Massachusetts. 
Grants
Student Grants
Alison Bales, MS4 ($2,100) and Kevin Purcell, MS4 ($1,500) were 
awarded student research grants for work in the evaluation of trauma 
patients with bladder rupture.
